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Introdusaun
Iha tinan ida ne’e, Sala Leitura Xanana Gusmão hala’o eventu ba 
públiku konsentra liu ba juventude no labarik sira hodi komemora 
loron FALINTIL ba dala 42 no loron REFEENDUM ba dala 18 ho 
atividade oi-oin mak hanesan espozisaun, diskusaun joven, konta 
istória ba labarik no kanta hamutuk muzika popular iha tempu 
rezistensia. 

Sentru ba eventu ne’e mak espozisaun “Memória 99” ne'ebé mak 
hatudu istória ema ordinariu sira nomos akontesimentu sira iha 
tinan 1999. Parte espesial husi espozisaun ne’e mak istória 
pesoal sira ne'ebé mak ami kolekta husi povu baibain sira ne'ebé 
mak reprejenta sira-nia esperiensia diferente Timor-oan sira nian 
iha momentu ne'eba. 

Espozisaun Memória 99 nu'udar oportunidade uniku ba sidadaun 
hotu-hotu ne'ebé mak iha ligasaun ho rezistensia Timor-Leste 
nian mai hato’o sira nia memória signifikadu, laos deit konabá 
istória eroiku sira nian ne'ebé mak baibain ita rona. Istória 
“Memória 99” hatudu konabá pesoal sira nia valores no orgullu 
hola parte iha istória independensia Timor-Leste nian. Espozisaun 
ne’e loke durante semana rua resin (16 Agustu – 4 Setembru 
2017) no konsege atrai no simu komentariu pozitivu husi vizitante 
barak. Ami iha Xanana Gusmão Reading Room fiar katak iha 
futuru ema barak liu tan mak sei hakarak atu kontribui sira nia 
istória ba eventu ne'ebé mak ami planeia iha futuru. 

Ho hanoin hirak ne’e ami produs livru ne’e atu ajuda ema
sira ne'ebé mak la konsege mai vizita ami-nia espozisaun. 
Objetivu husi livru ne’e mak atu sai nu'udar rekursu ida ba 
prezervasaun istória no eduka ita-nia ema sira. Produsaun livru 
ne’e hetan tulun husi fundu ki’ik embaixada New Zealand ba 
Timor-Leste. 

Livru ne'e la'os atu fa'an. Ita-bo'ot bele halo kopia, importa ou uza 
livru ne'e ho gratuitu  ba intensaun pesoal ka públiku enkuantu la 
uza fali ba intensaun atu hetan lukru. Maske nune’e, utilizador sira 
tenke rekoñese ou halo referensia ba nain informasaun sira ne’e 
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Introduction
This year, the Xanana Gusmão Reading Room held an event 
for the public, focusing on the youth and children to 
commemorate FALINTIL and REFERENDUM day with 
different activities such as an exhibition, youth discussion, 
story times, and singing popular music from resistance time. 
  
The focus of this event was the “Memória 99” exhibition which 
displayed stories from ordinary people and a chronology of 
historical events in 1999. The special part of this exhibition was 
personal stories that we collected from ordinary people which 
represented their different experiences from the Timorese at 
that time. 

The “Memória 99” exhibition was a unique opportunity for all 
citizens, whom have a link to the Timorese resistance, to come 
and share their significant memories, not just the hero's stories 
that people hear about more commonly. The “Memória 99” 
stories were about personal values and pride being part of 
history of Timor-Leste's independence. This exhibition was
held for two and a half weeks (16 August – 4 September 2017) 
and attracted and received many positive comments from the 
many visitors. We, at the Xanana Gusmão Reading Room 
believe that in the future many more people will want to 
contribute their stories for planned future events. 

With this view, we produced this book to help those who were 
not able to visit the exhibition. The objective of this book is to 
become one of our resources in preservation of stories and to 
educate our people. The Xanana Gusmão Reading Room 
were able to produce this book with the kind support from the 
New Zealand Embassy of Timor-Leste through its Small Grant 
Fund. 

This book is not for sale. You may copy or use this book free of 
charge for personal or public use provided that, it is not for 
profit. The user must, however, refer to the source of the 
information 
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Ordinary people, 
extraordinary stories

Tetun; Momentu ne’eba ha'u hanesan staff UNAMET hodi 
ajuda organiza konsulta popular iha dia 30 de Agustu. 
Momentu ne’eba iha forsa sivil ne'ebé mak Indonezia 
forma ho naran “Tim Saka” hahú halo intimidasaun maibe 
povu sira nafatin iha fiar metin hodi mai fó sira nia votus ba 
Timor nia ukun-an. Ha'u haree aten-brani povu sira nian 
hodi ajuda malu; sira hulan ema balun moras no idade ona 
lori mai iha sentru votasaun. Valores husi memória ne’e 
mak maske iha tempu dificil maibe Timor unidade nafatin 
hodi hili ukun rasik-an. 

English; I was a UNAMET staff member at the time, 
helping to organise the popular consultation on the 30th of 
August 1999. There was a civilian armed force formed by 
Indonesia called ‘Tim Saka’ that intimidated people, but 
they were not discouraged to still give their vote for 
independence. I saw the braveness of people on that day, 
helping others who were sick and old bringing them to the 
voting center.  

Joaquim Correia Belo 
Tipu material: Sertifikadu UNAMET 

Husi: Baucau 
Hela Fatin: Ossindo 2, Bairo-Pite

Istória hirak ne'e ami kolekta husi públiku Timor-Oan sira hodi husu lori 
objetu ba sira nia istória husi tinan 1999. Istória hirak ne'e reprejenta 
esperiensia diferente husi Timor-Oan sira iha tempu ne'eba. Ami 
agradese tebes tamba sira fahe sira-nia istória ne'ebé mak hatudu sira- 
nia neon, aten brani no orgullu nu'udar Timor-Oan.   

We asked the Timorese public to bring in a piece of their history from 
1999. These stories represent different experiences from the Timorese 
at that time. We are very grateful that they share their stories as it 
shows how brave they were and how proud they are to be Timorese.
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Tetun; Iha momentu ne’eba ha'u mos inklui iha staff 
UNAMET no servisu hamutuk ho Nasoens Unidas, hodi 
ajuda maluk Timor oan sira nia direito hodi hamrik 
mesak ou ukun rasik-an. Ho sertifikadu ida ne’e 
hanesan presente ida husi Sr. Kofi Annan (sekjen PBB 
momentu ne’eba) hodi rekoñese ami nia servisu 
hamutuk ho Nasoens Unidas hodi hala'o konsulta 
popular iha dia 30 de Agustu de 1999 no ida ne’e mai 
ha'u valor bo'ot tebes no importante duni, tamba ne’e 
hanesan rekordasaun ba ha'u nia jerasaun sira. 

English; I was a UNAMET staff member helping our 
people to cast their votes to be a free nation. This 
certificate was presented by Mr. Kofi Annan (the UN 
Secretary General at the time) as recognition of our 
contribution working with the United Nations for Popular 
Consultation on 30th August 1999. This is a very 
significant memory for my children and I.

Maria da Silva Pereira 
Tipu Material: Sertifikadu UNAMET 

Husi: Dili 
Hela Fatin: Bidau Santana 

Tetun; Kamizola ida ne’e mak ha'u uza durante tuir 
kampanya ba ukun rasik-an iha tinan 1999. Kamizola 
ne’e hanesan sasin ba ha'u nia kontribuisaun ba 
prosesu ukun rasik-an nian bah au-nia rai doben. 

English; I wore this t-shirt when participating in a pro- 
independence campaign in 1999. This t-shirt is the 
testimony of my contribution for independence of my 
beloved country.

Nuno da Costa Belo 
Tipu Material: Kamizola 

Husi: Baucau 
Hela Fatin: Fatu-Meta, Osindo 2  
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Tetun; Momentu ne’eba ha'u hanesan 
observador ba konsulta popular iha tinan 1999. 
Ema sira ne’ebe mak momentu ne’e inklui iha 
konsulta popular ne’e mak hanesan grupo milisia 
PPI (Pejuang Pro Integrasi), grupo observador 
forum Rektor, CNRT (Conselho Nacional de 
Resistência Timorense) no UNAMET (United 
Nations Mission in East Timor). Ho kartaun ne’e 
mak ha'u bele iha asesibilidade no halo 
movimentu iha Dili laran durante loron konsulta 
popular akontece iha 30 de Agosto 1999 no 
observa antusiazmu povu nian iha momentu 
istoriku ba Timor-Leste no insidente sira 
seluk ne'ebé mak akontese iha loron ne’e. 

 English; I was an observer for the popular 
consultation in 1999. There were other observers 
from pro-integration such as PPI (Pro 
Integration), an observer group from Rector 
Forum, CNRT (National Council of East 
Timorese Resistance) and UNAMET. I could use 
this card for access and moving around Dili on 
the popular consultation day, on the 30th of 
August 1999. I saw the enthusiasm of people in 
an historical moment for Timor-Leste and other 
incidents that occurred on that day.

João Manuel Belo 
Tipu Material: Kartaun Kredensial 
(Nu’udar Observador iha Konstulta 

Popular, 1999) 
Husi: Baucau 

Hela Fatin: Bairo-Pite

Tetun; Tipu mala ne’e ba militar sira 
Indonezia nian hodi tau sira nia 
ekipamentu. Iha 1999, ami subar ami- 
nia dokumentu importante sira inklui 
apelu sira no sertifikadu no sasan sira 
balun iha mala ne’e nia laran hodi hakoi 
iha rai okos. Ami la uza ona mala ne’e 
maibe sei rai nafatin iha ami-nia uma. 
Mala ne’e konsege salva ami nia familia 
nia dokumentu sira husi destroisaun 
milisia iha tinan 1999. 

English; This is a wooden-chest for 
Indonesian military to put their 
equipment in. In 1999, we put all our 
important documents in this wooden- 
chest that was then buried 
underground, including papers about 
the resistance movement as well as
certificates and other belongings. We no 
longer use this wooden-chest but keep 
it in our home.  This wooden-chest 
saved some of our belongings and 
documents from destruction in 1999.

Diana Lita Jeronimo Moreira 
Tipu Material: Fotografia Mala 

Ai Militar 
Husi: Quelicai, Baucau 

Hela Fatin: Qeulicai, Baucau
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Tetun; Husi karuk ba loos: Mana Cesarina, 
Mr. Kholid (Xefe misaun ONU iha Quelicai), 
no Luciana. Foto ne’e hasai iha Quelicai, 
hatudu ha'u nia kolega sira ho ha'u servisu 
ba misaun ONU hodi prepara Timor oan atu 
tuir eleisaun iha 1999. Fotografia ne’e fó 
hanoin hikas fali mai ha'u konabá 
tempu ne'ebé ami servisu ho misaun ONU 
no sente onradu hola parte ona iha 
momentu bo'ot tebes ne'ebé mak determina 
futuru ami nia rai doben liu husi dalan 
referendum.  

English; From left to right: Mana Cesarina, 
Mr. Kholid (the UN chief in Quelicai), and 
Luciana. This picture was taken in Quelicai, 
it shows my colleagues and I at the time 
working for the UN mission to prepare 
for the election process in 1999. This picture 
reminds me of the time we worked with the 
UN mission and I feel honoured being part 
of the greatest momentum that determined 
the future of our country through 
referendum. 

Luciana 
Tipu Materia: Fotografia 

Husi: Quelicai 
Hela Fatin: Quelicai, Baucau

Bento Soares Gomes 
Tipu Material: Guia de Marsa 

Husi: Atauro 
Hela Fatin: Bairo-Pite

Tetun; Memória ne’e ha'u rai tamba iha 
fulan Setembro 1999, ha'u lori familia 
barak husi Sr. L7 ba Atauro no ikus mai 
sira bolu ha'u ba iha Remexio no hela ho 
nia to’o muda ba Aileu, baze ikus 
FALINTIL nian iha tempu ne'eba. Valores 
husi memória ne’e mak fó hanoin mai 
ha'u katak ha'u mos partisipa iha prosesu 
luta nian. 

English; I kept this memory for myself 
because in September 1999 I brought 
many families of Mr. L7 (one of popular 
FALINTIL Commander at the time) to 
Atauro Island. At the end, the FALINTIL 
called me and I went to Remexio and 
then I stayed with them until we moved to 
Aileu, which was the last FALINTIL base 
at the time.  This memory has significant 
value for me as it makes me proud being 
a participant in the fight for independence. 
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Tetun; Kartaun ne’e hasai iha Aileu, nu'udar membru FALINTIL iha tinan 1999. Antes ne’e, 
ha'u simu knar husi IMPETU/RENETIL (organizasaun rezisistensia ba estudante nian) iha 
Baucau atu hala’o servisu hamutuk ho rede movimentu independensia iha hau-nia rai 
Quelicai. Ha'u hatene katak ami sai tarjetu ba militar Indonezia sira. Tamba ne’e, hafoin 
votasaun iha loron konsulta popular, ha'u nia kolega klandisitina naran Jerry halo tiha ona 
planu hamutuk ho kolega nain rua Maun Lino no Maun Aderito sira foti motor lori ami halai 
ba Waimori hodi halibur hamutuk ho FALINTIL. Ha'u nafatin hamutuk ho FALINTIL wanhira 
muda ba Remexio no ikus iha Aileu.   Kartaun ne’e sigifikadu tebes mai ha'u tamba ha'u 
hanoin ida ne’e kartaun modernu primeiru liu ba FALINTIL. Wainhira haree kartaun ne’e, 
ha'u sempre hanoin hetan ami-nia aswain no povu aten brani sira ne'ebé mak sakrifika-an 
to’o mate hodi ami bele hetan moris ohin loron. Obrigadu wain ba hau-nia aswain sira hotu! 

English; This is the FALINTIL member card that was taken in Aileu in 1999. Before that, I 
was appointed by the IMPETU/ RENETIL (Resistance organisation for Timorese students) 
in Baucau to work with the independence movement in my home town Quelicai. We knew 
that we had been targeted by the Indonesian military. Therefore, after casting our votes, my 
friend Jerry, in clandestine movement had planned, with the help from two other colleagues 
Maun Lino and Maun Aderito, to escape into the jungle to join FALINTIL in Waimori. We 
went there on two motorbikes. I stayed with FALINTIL until we moved to Remexio and in the 
end, Aileu. This card has very significant value for me and I think this is the first modern 
card for FALINTIL. When I see this card, I remember our brave heroes and people who 
sacrificed their life so that we can live our life today. Thank you to all my heroes!

Gaspar Quintino Freitas 
Tipu Material: Kartaun FALINTIL 

Husi: Baucau 
Hela Fatin: Bebonuk
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José Correia Mendonca 
Tipu Material: Sertifikadu 
Husi: Quelicai, Baucau 

Hela Fatin: Quelicai, Baucau

Tetun; Sertifikadu ne’e husi ONU hanesan premio ida ba 
hau, tamba iha momentu konsulta popular iha 1999 ami 
sai staff UNAMET hodi ajuda ONU no prepara kondisaun 
diak ba Timor oan hodi tuir eleisaun. Sertifikadu ne’e nia 
valor tebes mai ha'u tamba bele rekoñese ha'u nia servisu 
ba prosesu eleisaun iha 1999. 

English; I see this certificate as a special present from UN 
for my involvement in helping the UN mission as a 
UNAMET staff member to help create better conditions for 
our people to participate in the election. This certificate is 
very meaningful to me as recognition of my work for the 
election in 1999.

Tetun; Iha momentu ne’eba ema hotu tauk militar Indonesia 
(SAKA), atu servisu hamutuk ho UNAMET. Militar sira deskonfia 
katak ema hotu ne'ebé servisu hamutuk ho UNAMET mesak 
pro-independensia deit. Nu'udar feto, ha'u brani atu foti risku 
ne’e tamba ha'u fiar katak ida ne’e mak tempu ona tamba ho 
prosesu ONU nian ne’e mak dalan diak liu atu lori povu desidi ho 
livre no hili buat ne'ebé mak loos ba Timor nia futuru. Ha'u mos 
fiar Timor sei kore an husi Indonesia nia ukun. Valor 
memória ne’e mai ha'u mak Timor hetan Independencia liu husi 
referendum. 

English; In 1999, many people were too afraid of the Indonesian 
military to work with UNAMET. The Indonesian military 
suspected that all UNAMET staff were pro-independence. As a 
woman, I had the courage to take the risk because I believed 
that this was the moment through the UN process for our people 
to decide freely and choose the right option for the future of our 
country. I also believed that Timor-Leste would be free from 
Indonesian rule. It is a significant memory for me that Timor- 
Leste won its independence through the referendum.

Justina Fatima da Costa 
Tipu Material: Sertifikadu Polling staff UNAMET 

Husi: Quelicai 
Hela Fatin: Bebonuk
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Marta de Jesus Amaral 
Tipu Material: Kartaun Klandestina Regiao 
Autonom Zebra Coleiro Zona Dom Aleixo 

Husi: Suai, Covalima 
Hela Fatin: Comoro, Moris Foun 

Tetun; Kartaun ne’e hanesan kartaun koñesementu hodi 
halo atividade klandestina nian hanesan feto OPMT 
ne’ebe mak prepara hahan ba maluk FALINTIL sira 
wainhira halo enkontru ho komunidade no mos buka apoiu 
ba FALINTIL sira iha ai laran hanesan hahan, ropa, no 
buat seluk tan ne’ebe mak sira persiza. Kartaun ne’e mos 
salva ha'u ho ha'u nia oan nain 5 wainhira ami halai ba 
Kupang (ha'u nia laen (matebian) halai ba ailaran). 
Bainhira kalan milisi buka ami. Nune’e, ha'u lori kartaun 
ne’e ba hasoru amu paroco Kupang nian hodi ajuda ami 
atu bele fila lalais mai Timor. Ikus amu Paroco ajuda duni 
ami hodi fila mai Timor ho aviao Hercules INTERFET nian. 
Ami mak hanesan refujiadu primeiru husi Kupang mak fila 
uluk mai Timor. Valores importante mai ha'u mak ha'u bele 
partisipa iha prosesu luta ba ukun-an. Maske ha'u la kaer 
kilat, maibe apoio sira ne’ebe mak ha'u ho ha'u nia familia 
sira halo hanesan valor bo'ot mai ami tamba bele inklui 
mos ba ita nia Independencian rai ne’e nian. 

English; This card is proof of identity and membership to 
the women organisation called OPMT (Popular 
Organisation of East Timorese Women). I was involved in 
clandestine activities to provide food for FALINTIL during 
meetings with the community as well as looking for other 
support such as clothes and other needs.   This card 
saved my life and my five children. When we were 
refugees in Kupang my late husband escaped to the jungle 
and at night militia searched for us. Then I went to meet 
the priest in the parish in Kupang asking for help to bring 
us back to Timor-Leste. In the end the parish priest found 
a way out for us and we flew back in the Hercules – the 
INTERFET flight. We were the first refugees that came 
back to Timor-Leste at that time. The most significant 
value for me is that I took part in the process of liberating 
our country. Even though I did not fight with a gun, the 
support that my family members and I, gave has a lot of 
value for us having participated in our independence.
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Iha loron 30 Agustu tinan 1999, povu Timor-Leste, ho aten-brani no determinasaun vota 
iha konsulta popular. Hafoin liu tiha tinan 24 husi okupasaun Indonezia nian, to'o ikus, 
Timoroan sira espresa momos sira nia hakarak kona-ba independensia ba territoriu ne'e. 
Xanana Gusmão, nu'udar lider rezistensia Timor oan nian hahú husi tinan 1979, hetan 
kaptura iha loron 20, fulan Novembru, tinan 1992 no hetan sentensa prizaun perpetua ba 
akuzasaun tamba halo revolta no ikus mai sentensa muda fali ba prizaun tinan 20 nian. 
Prezidente Suharto nia susesor, Prezindente Habibie, deklara katak nia prepara hela atu 
fó ba Timor-Leste autonomia ida ne'ebe bo'ot liu. Iha kontinuasaun husi abertura foun ida 
ne'e, iha Tinan 1998 nia rohan, Primeiru-Ministru Australia nian, Jhon Haward, haruka 
surat ida ba Prezidente Habibie hodi husu ba Indonezia atu konsidera Timoroan sira nia 
hakarak ba autodeterminasaun. Hodi Nune'e kria kondisaun hirak ne'ebe mak presiza 
hodi loke dalan ba negosiasaun no tuir mai asina akordu loron 5 fulan maiu nian, entre 
Governu Indonesia nian, Kona-ba definisaun husi modelu konsulta popular nian. 
Konsulta popular liu tiha tinan rua iha loron 30 fulan Agustu tinan 2000, Timoroan sira 
fila-fali ba kaixa votasaun nian, ba dala ida ne'e atu hili membru Asembleia Konstituinte 
nian, sira ne'ebe sai hanesan aktu eleitoral demokratiku ba dala uluk iha territoriu ne'e. 
Iha loron 20 fulan Maiu Tinan 2002, loron ne'ebe sei hela metin nafatin iha istória, Timor- 
Leste sai nasaun independente ida ho Xanana Gusmão nu'udar ninia Prezidente.

AKONTESIMENTU SIRA IHA TINAN 
1999 INTRODUSAUN
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05 Maiu: Hafoin halo tinan progresu negosiasaun diplomatika Portugal no Indonesia, 
konklui akordu tolu Nova Iorke iha loron 5 fulan Maiu tinan 1999:                                  
• Akordu entre Republika Indonezia no Republika Portugeza kona-ba kestaun Timor 
Letse nian;                                                                                                                
• Akonrdu kona-ba Modalidade konsulta popular ba povo Timor-Leste nian;                
• Konsulta popular ihaTimor-Leste: Akordu konabá seguransa.                    
Portugal, reprezenta husi Jaime Gama, Ministru Negosius Estranjeirus, Indonezia, 
reprezenta husi Ali Alatas, Ministru Negosiu Estranjeirus, no ho protesaun husi 
Sekretariu-Jeral Nasoens Unidas Kofi Annan, sira asina iha Nova Iorke, akordu hirak 
ne'ebe define modalidade prinsipal ba “konsulta popular” ne'ebe marka ba loron 8 fulan 
Agustu tinan 1999. Governu rua, Portugal no Indonezia, fó fiar ba ba sekretariu-Jeral 
atu organiza no hala'o “konsulta popular” atu buka hatene katak Timoroan sira hakarak 
simu ka lakohi autonomia espesial ba Timor-Leste iha Republika Indonesia unitaria nia 
laran.  

07 Maiu: Uniaun Europeia, liu husi nia prezidensia fó sai Deklarasaun kona-ba Timor- 
Leste no Nova Iorke nia Akordu: “Uniaun Europeia, haksolok tebes-tebes ho asinatura 
iha Nova Iorke, iha loron 5 fulan 1999, akordu kona-ba Timor-Leste nia futuru. Akordu 
ne'ebe mak propoen hanesan avansu importante ida hodi hetan rezolusaun ba 
problema ida ne'ebe naruk tebes-tebes. Iha kontekstu ida ne'e, libertasaun imidiata ba 
Xanana Gusmão nu'udar faktor ida importante tebes-tebes ba resultadu prosesu 
konsulta nian. Uniaun Europeia hahi esforsu ne'ebe la hatene kole husi Sekretariu-Jeral 
Nasoen Unidas nian, atu hetan solusaun ida global no bele simu husi komunidade 
internasional ba kestaun Timor-Leste nian”.  

18 Maiu: Ema liu na'in 30, mak milisia aitarak sira Oho.  

22 Maiu: Sekretariu Jeral Propoen harii Misaun Nasoens Unidas nian iha Timor-Leste 
(UNAMET) hodi Organiza no hala'o konsulta popular. Misaun ne'e kompostu husi, 
membru staff internasional 241, voluntariu Nasoens Unidas sira nian 420 (funsionariu 
eletoral sira), polisia civil 280, ofisial ligasaun militar 50 no funsionariu Timoroan sira 
nu'udar kontratadu lokal, besik 4000. Unidade Eleitoral UNAMET nian, ne'ebe 
responsavel ba atividade kona-ba resensiamentu no votasaun, koordenador rejional 16 
no funsionariu eleitoral 400. Harii mos komisaun Eleitoral husi peritu international tolu, 
orgaun independente responsavel ba avaliasaun prosesu konsulta no kompetente atu 
rona keixa, rekursu ka reklamasaun. Ikus liu, sekretariu Jeral nomeia hanesan 
komisariu mak Johan Kriegier (Husi Afrika Sul), Patrick Bradley (husi Irlandia Norte) no 
Sohn Bong-Scuk (Husi Koreia).  

28 Maiu: Komisaun justisa no paz, informa katak milisia sira hala'o hela lista ida kona-
ba lider separatista ne'ebe hetan tulun husi servisu intelijensia Indonezia. 

Maiu
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01 Juñu: Ian Marten to'o iha Dili, nu'udar reprezentante espesial foun Sekretariu-Jeral 
(SRSG) Nasoens Unidas nian ba Timor-Leste. 

03 Juñu: Misaun UNAMET, ne'ebe lidera husi Ian Martin, hahú hala'o operasaun iha Dili. 

04 Juñu: Bandeira Nasoens Unidas hasa'e iha sede misaun nian iha Dili. 

07 Juñu: Elisaun Lejislativa iha Indonezia, GOLKAR, partidu eis prezidente Suharto no 
susesor B.J. Habibie nian, lakon ba dahuluk. Iha Timor-Leste, halo resensiamentu ba 
elisaun Indonesia nian ema hamutuk 420.136. 

11 Juñu: Konsellu seguransa estabelese UNAMET (United Nation Assistance Mission in 
East Timor) atu tau matan ba referendu. Misaun UNAMET nian harii ho durasaun ne'ebe 
prevee to'o fulan Agustu remata tinan 1999, liu husi rezolusaun 1246 (1999) ne'ebe hotu- 
hotu mak adopta. Konsellu bolu atensaun dala ida tan kona-ba, responsabilidade 
Governu Indoneziu nian iha manutensaun ba paz no ba votasaun no seguransa pesoal 
(Staff) international no observador sira. Ministru Negosiu Estranjeiru Australianu, konfirma 
katak iha informasaun ne'ebe hatudu prova katak, tropa Indoneziu mak fó nafatin aten 
brani no apoiu ba milisia sira. 

18 Juñu: Ian Martin deklara katak Timoroan rihun sanulu, husik hela sira nia uma, tamba 
Violasaun husi milisia sira ne'ebe hetan apoiu husi Indonezia, hodi kria obstaklu seriu ida 
ba preparasaun votasaun kona-ba futuru territoriu nian. Komisaun da paz Estabilidade 
konkorda katak sei dezarma milisia no FALINTIL sira.

22 Juñu: Sekretariu Jeral informa katak, milisia, pro-integrasionista sira kontinua hala'o 
nafatin violensia, ida ne'e signifika katak laiha kondisaun ne'ebe mak presiza atu 
hahú faze operasional ba prosesu konsulta nian. Atu loke rejistu ba eleitor sira adia ba 
semana tolu. 

23 Juñu: Sekretariu jeral informa ba konsellu seguransa, katak bainhira la iha kondisaun 
ba seguransa, no traballu, mak prosesu konsulta popular labele la'o ba oin. Rejistu ba 
eleitor sira, adia ba loron 13 fulan Juñu, atu nune'e bele permite, kolokasaun ba pessoal 
Naseons Unidas nian iha territoriu no fó tempu ba autoridade Indonezia sira nian, atu 
haree ddidiak kestaun seguransa nian ne'ebe seidauk hala'o. 

25 Juñu: Hahú Sorumutu ba Paz no Rekonsiliasaun (Dare II) iha Jakarta. 29 Juñu Milisia 
sira ataka eskritoriu UNAMET nian iha Maliana. 

30 Juñu: Taka Sorumutu ba Paz no Rekonsiliasaun (Dare II) iha Jakarta ne'ebe tuir 
akonrdu, atu dezarma milisia sira no FALINTIL no mos atu respeita rezultadu konsulta 
popular nian, maibe la to'o ba akordu oinsa atu hala'o prosesu iha faze tuir mai.

Juñu
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03 Jullu: Dokumentu konfidensial ne'ebe elabora husi Task Force Indonezia nian iha Dili 
(reprezentasaun husi Ministeriu Negosiu Estranjeirus) ho nia titlu “Avalisaun ba situasaun 
karik opsaun ida primeiru falla” hodi hahú ho hanoin ida katak bainhira la iha posiblidade ba 
autonomia atu manaan konsulta popular, sei hala'o avalisaun ba situasaun iha teritoriu ne'e 
bainhira opsaun primeiru falla. Governu Indoneziu nega dokumentu ida ne'e.  

04 Jullu: Milisia Besi Merah Putih ataka koluna umanitaria ida iha liquica (Atake ida ne'e sai 
objetu) julgamentu nian durante fulan Agustu iha Tribunal Dili.  

06 Jullu: Hafoin ataka iha pesoál Nasoens Unidas nian iha distritu Maliana no Liquiça, 
membru Konsellu seguransa nian sira ejije atu para kedas violénsia no intimidasaun ne’ebé 
milisia sira hala’o iha teritóriu.  

08 Jullu: Mary Robinson, komisária Nasoens Unidas nian ba direitus umanus, deklara 
katak nia preokupada ho atake hirak milisia armada hala’o hasoru funsionáriu Nasoens 
Unidas nian sira. 

10 Jullu: FALINTIL hato’o proposta foun kona-ba rai-kilat.  

12 Jullu: Delegasaun ministrus Indonézia nian sira vizita Dili.  

14 Jullu: Jeneral Wiranto, komandante Xefe forsas armadas Indonézia nian la hatan atu 
forsas manutensaun ba paz nian ida husi Nasoens Unidas tama iha Timor-Leste.  

16 Jullu: Hafoin atrazu barak tamba violénsia hetok maka’as, mak ikus mai hahú tau naran 
ba ema eleitor sira ba referendu, hafoin atraza loron tolu atu autoridade Indonézia nian 
bele hatan atu koalia kona-ba asuntu seguransa nian. 

19 Jullu: Relatoriu ida husi loron 3 fulan Jullu tinan 1999, ne’ebe H. R. Garnadi, asesor ba 
ministru Politika Interna no seguransa nian, mak asina, fo-sai ba UNAMET no ba meiu 
komunikasaun sosial nian sira. Relatoriu ne’e hato’o planu evakuasaun nian ba ema ofisial 
Indónezia nian tomak no populasaun iha Timor-Leste pró-Indónezia no atu sobu 
instalasaun sira prinsipal no kaos sosiál ne’ebe prevé tiha ona.  

20 Jullu: Relatóriu husi Sekretariu-Jeral dehan katak atividade intimidasaun nian husi 
milisia pro-integrasaun sira halo ema Timor oan barak mak halai sai no sira limita tebe- 
tebes kapasidade husi apoiante Independénsia nian sira atu bele hato’o sira nia hanoin ho 
liberdade. Ema deslokadu hirak rai-laran nian “ Kontinua sai nu’udar ameasa seriu ida ba 
prosesu konsulta ida kredivel”.  

25 Jullu: Timor oan sira tau naran hamutuk ema 239.893 iha loron sanulu ba dahuluk. Tau 
naran ne’e kontinua ho kondisaun katak autoridade Indonézia nian sira sei bele hetan 
kondisaun diak ba seguransa nno hola konta problema ema deslokadu rai-laran nian, 
ne’ebe mak tuir kálkulu hamutuk besik ema na’in 60.000. 

28 Jullu: Tamba kondisaun sseguransa la iha mak konsulta popular adia tia husi loron 8 
fulan Agosto ba fali loron 30 fulan Agustu.  

Jullu 
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04 Agustu: Tau-naran ba ema eleitor sira ramata. Resenseamentu voluntáriu, prezensial 
no espesifiku ba konsulta popular, hala’o durante loron 22 tuir-tuir malu, loron ida oras 
walu, iha sentru 200 iha distritu 13 Timor-Leste nian no mos sentru 13 iha estranjeiru. 

05 Agustu: UNAMET rejista ona ema eleitór potensiál hamutuk na’in 451.792 husi 
populasaun ida hamutuk 800.000 iha Timor-Leste no estranjeiru. 06 Agustu Rejistu ba 
eleitor sira iha Timor-Leste taka hafoin prolonga loron rua: ema na’in 446.666 maka rejista- 
an na’in 433.576 iha Timor-Leste no na’in 13.090 iha sentru hirak iha estranjeiru. 

09 Agustu: Apoiante no opozitór sira ba proposta autonomia ba Timor-Leste asina kódigu 
konduta ida ba períodu kampaña eleisaun 30 Agustu nian. 

10 Agustu: Akantonamentu unilateral FALINTIL nian ne’ebe mak hodi obedese ba 
instrusaun hirak husi komandu luta nian, rezisti hasoru provokasaun hirak husi forsa militar 
Indonézia no milisia sira. 

12 Agustu: FALINTIL kompleta akantonamentu iha  fatin hat. 

14 Agustu: Kampaña ba konsulta popular hahú, no harii komité kampaña rejionál sira. 
Apoiante ba autonomia nian sira harii Frente Unida ba Autonomia (UNIF), hodi hatama 
partidu pro-autonomia nian barak hanesan BRTT, FPDK no PPI (frente politika milisia pro- 
integrasaun). Ema apoiante independéncia nian sira hetan reprezentasaun husi deit 
Konsellu Nasional Rezistensia Timorense (CNRT). 

16 Agustu: Hahú “ hatún kilat “ husi milisia sira iha parada. 

17 Agustu: Milisia sira ataka sede CNRT nian iha Dili. 

18 Agustu: Hatan ba atividade milisia sira nian SRSG Ian Martin, Embaixador Agus 
Tarmidzi, Prezidente Task Force Indonézia no ofisial senior sira vizita distritu Viqueque, 
Suai, Maliana, no iha ne'eba sira diskuti kona-ba medida seguransa adisional hamutuk ho 
polisia lokal, militar sira no administrasaun. Milisia sira ataka grupu estudantes iha 
Maliana. 

19 Agustu: SRSG Ian Martin, ejiji ba ofisial Indonezia nian sira ne’ebe mak envolve-an iha 
milisia sira nia let atu ses-an tiha. Mata-dalan Timor oan nian sira husi pro-Independencia 
no pro-Autonomia akordu atu harii komisaun ida ho ema na’in 25 atu hala’o rekonsiliasaun 
no kooperasaun iha teritoriu nia laran to’o bele implementa rezultadu eleisaun nian. 
Tempu “hatun kilat nian” ba milisia sira iha parada remata ona. Hahú taka ema eleitór sira 
nia naran iha sentru rejistu sira. Ema milisia sira ataka sede CNRT nian iha Manatuto no 
grupo estudante nian ida no ema ida husi deslokadu sira iha Suai. 

Agustu
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20 Agustu: Kampaña hetok sai violentu bainhira milisia pro-integrasaun nian sira hasusar 
ema hirak ne’ebe mak tuir kampaña pro-independensia nian iha Suai. Iha Manatuto ema 
ofisial ligasaun militar nian sira ne’ebe mak servisu hamutuk ho UNAMET hetan ameasa 
husi ema milisia sira. Violensia foun ne’e halo ema hanoin rua-rua katak referendu labele 
hala’o molok misaun UNAMET nian remata iha loron ikus fulan Agustu nian. 

22 Agustu: Mat-dalan Timor oan sira husi grupo pro-autonomia no pro-independencia 
halo akordu atu harii komisaun ida ho membru nain sanulu resin lima atu bele promove 
rekonsiliasaun no estabilidade hafoin liu tia votasaun. 

23 Agustu: Remata taka lista ema eleitor sira nian iha sentru rejistu. 

24 Agustu: Autoridade Indonezia nian hakarak fó laran metin ba UNAMET katak sira sei 
halo ambiente ida seguru. Membru konsellu seguransa nian hatudu sira nia 
preokupasaun maka’as tamba kontinua hala’o kampaña intimidasaun no violasaun iha 
Timor-Leste no sira husu ba parte rua au kumpri sira nia komprimisiu atu hatun no rai tiha 
sira nia kilat. 

26 Agustu: Konsellu seguransa Nasoens Unidas prolonga tan prazu UNAMET nian ba 
loron 30 fulan Novembru 1999. SRSG Ian Martin, iha konfrensia imprensa nian ida iha 
Dili, komunika katak, Nasoens Unidas hakarak atu hala’o ba oin votasaun maske 
violensia foun mosu. Ema milisia sira ataka sede CNRT nian iha Dili. Ema mata-dalan 
prinsipal milisia nian ida, Eurico Guterres, deklara ba ninia apoiante na’in rihun sanulu 
resin lima katak Timor-Leste sei sai nu’udar “ tasi nakonu ho ahi “ bainhira ema 
separatista sira mak manan. Komandante militar Indonezia ne’ebe foin dadauk nomeia ba 
Timor-Leste, Koronel Noel Muis, hateten ba Jakarta Post katak “Indonezia sei abandona 
teritoriu tuir dalan paz nian no sei transfere administrasaun, inklui instalasaun prinsipal, 
ba Nasoens Unidas ho maneira ida sivilizada nian”. Konsellu seguransa hanaruk tan 
mandatu UNAMET nian to’o lorn 30 fulan Novembru. Iha votasaun ida ne’ebe fó apoio, 
konsellu seguransa adopta Rezolusaun 126 (1999), hodi transfere proposta, Sekretáriu 
jeral, kona-ba reestrutura misaun Nasoens Unidas nian iha Timor-Leste ba fali faze 
interina hafoin liu tiha votasaun iha loron 30 fulan Agustu. Mosu fali violensia husi parte 
milisia sira iha asaltu ba sidade Dili no eskritoriu CNRT nian. 

27 Agustu: Remata periodu kampaña eleitoral, ne’ebe hahú iha loron 14 fulan Agustu. 
UNAMET fasilita hala’o sorumutuk istorika ida entre gerilleiru pro-independencia nian husi 
FALINTIL no forsas armadas Indonezia nian (TNI) iha akantonamentu prinsipal FALINTIL 
nian iha Timor-Leste. Mandatu UNAMET nian hanaruk tan hodi aumenta numeru militar 
ofisial ligasaun no polisia. Milisia sira ataka sede CNRT nian iha Lospalos. 

28 Agustu: Ministru Negosiu Estrangeiro Indonezia, Ali Alatas, lakohi simu proposta atu 
haruka forsa manutensaun paz nian. Milisia sira ataka sede CNRT nian iha Oekussi. 

Agustu Kontinua... 
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29 Agustu: Besik ona loron konsulta popular, Sekretariu Jeral Nasoens Unidas nian fó sai 
apelu ida ba povu Timor-Leste, hodi apela ba parte hotu-hotu atu bele moris tuir sira nia 
responsabilidade tuir istória nian. FALINTIL no lider milisia sira promete ona ba públiku 
atu la lori tan kilat bainhira sira la hela iha kuartel laran. Polisia no militar Indonezia sira 
promete atu halo sira kumpri duni promesa ida ne’e. Ajensia Reuters fó sai notisia katak 
forsas armadas Indonezia nian hateten ona sira sei la garante atu mantein seguransa 
100% iha Timor-Leste “karik mosu situasaun rungu-ranga hodi envolve ema barak, 
tamba sei la rona malu no sei provoka malu entre grupu sira ne’ebe hola parte iha kauza 
ida ne’e, ne’ebe mak dalabarak la konsege evita”. 

30 Agustu: Loron Konsulta Popular “Iha kedas oras madrugada, no iha kazu balu iha tiha 
ona loron ida uluk kedas, estrada Timor-Leste nian nakonu ho ema barak ne’ebe mak lori 
kartaun eleitor no dokumentu identidade ho ksolok ho liman atu ba sentru votasaun 200 
no ba meza eleitoral liu 700 resin hodi ezerse sira nia direitu votu nian, balun ba ho 
familia tomak. Iha loron 30 fulan Agustu, tempu ne’eba la iha ema ida mak hela iha uma 
(…)”. Votasaun hahú kedas iha tuku 6.30 to’o tuku 4 lorokraik, maibe iha tuku 9 dader 
deit kuaze eleitor hamutuk porsentu 50 ne’ebe mak tama iha lista resenseamentu tuir tiha 
ona votasaun iha territoriu nia laran. UNAMET konsege organiza konsulta popular ho 
periodu tempu ida ne’ebe rejista hanesan lalais liu fali iha fati seluk no ho rezultadu ida 
ne’ebe mak diak tebe-tebes tuir pontu devista eleisaun nian. Hahalok violensia oi-oin 
obriga taka sentru votasaun hitu iha tempu balu nia laran iha distritu Ermera. Pelumentus 
eleitor Timor oan hamutuk porsentu 95 ne’ebe mak rejista tiha ona tuir votasaun, sura 
hamutuk liu ema 430.000. Funsionario eleitoral UNAMET nian balun mate iha Atsabe. 

31 Agustu: Ali Alatas, Ministru Estranjeiru Indonezia nian, gava la halimar hahalok ne’ebe 
mak hala’o iha referendu ne’e. Membru sira komisaun konsultiva Timor-Leste nian hala’o 
sorumutuk ba dahuluk. Grupu ne’e kompostu husi membru pro-independencia nian nain 
10, pro atutonomia nian nain 10, no nain 5 nomeia husi sekretariu Jeral Naosens Unidas 
nian. Komisaun konsultiva ne’e hetan boikote husi reprezentante barak pro-atutonomia 
nian ne’ebe la fleksivel. UNIF protesta ba UNAMET katak prosesu votasaun “ la la’o tuir 
lei no la loos “ ( karta iha loron 31, fulan Agustu). Akuzasaun hirak ne’e komisaun 
Eleitoral konsidera la iha fundamentu. Atake husi milisia sira ba iha sidade Dili, Glenu, 
Aileu, Ermera, Ambenu no Maliana. Membru Timor oan nain tolu husi ekipa UNAMET 
nian mak mate.

Agustu Kontinua...
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01 Setembru: Hahalok Violensia nian balun hala’o iha sede UNAMET nia liur, iha Dili. 
Membru milisia sira ataka apoiante pro-independencia nian. Iha violensia no mate husi 
parte milisia nian iha Dili. Jornalista sira hetan mos atake. 

02 Setembru: Enviadu espesial husi Nasoens Unidas, Jamsheed Marker, husu ba 
Konsellu seguransa atu, iha tempu tuir mai prepara ona atu haruka forsa intervensaun 
Internasional ida. Milisia pro-integrasaun, dala ruma ho apoio husi elementu forsas 
seguransa Indonezia nian, hala’o kamapaña ida ho violensia (hodi naok no sunu) iha 
territoriu nia laran tomak. Funsionario lokal nain rua UNAMET nian  mate iha Maliana 
durante violensia ne’ebe milisia sira hala'o iha fatin ne’eba. 

03 Setembru: Sekretariu-Jeral Nasoens Unidas nian fó sai, iha Nova yorke, ba konsellu 
seguranssa no ba mundu,rezultadu konsulta popular nian. Komisaun Eleitoral, iha 
audiensia publika, konsidera alegasaun irregularidade nian no konklui katak prosesu 
ne’e hala’o tuir duni dalan loos. Jeneral Wiranto fó sai katak, atu bele preparadu nafatin 
iha kualker situasaun, mak sei haruka tan batallaun foun rua (ema rihun rua) mai Timor- 
Leste. 

04 Setembru: Anunsiu ofisial rezultadu iha Dili : hamutuk ema 94.388 ka 21.2% mak 
vota ba proposta autonomia espesial no ema 344.580 ka 78.5% mak vota kontra. Ema 
Timor oan hamutuk 446.953 iha rai laran no rai liur mak vota iha konsulta popular. 
Rezultadu husi Dili nian fó sai iha Hotel Mahkota, ne’ebe Timor oan sira hili tuir sira nia 
hakarak ba sira nia futuru no barak liu mak hili ukun rasik-an. Violensia ne’ebe provoka 
husi milisia no militar Indonezia sira obriga atu Nasoens Unidas nian buka subar iha Dili. 
Ofisial Amerikanu ida husi CIVPOL hetan kanek durante evakuasaun UNAMET nian iha 
Likisa. TNI/milisia sira hahú masakre durante oras ida nia laran, hodi halo ema 
Internasional barak mak halai. Kampaña violensia, inklui ema mate, violasaun naok no 
sunu, hala’o iha Timor-Leste nia laran tomak. 

Informasaun hirak ne’e hotu ami foti husi portal governu nian http://timor-leste.gov.tl/ Iha 
ne'eba hateten katak “Ita-bo'ot bele halo kopia, importa ou uza ho gratuitu informasaun 
nasional ho simbolu sira iha portal ne’e ba intensaun pesoal ka públiku enkunatu la uza 
ba intensaun ne'ebé mak lei bandu, uza fali ba intensaun atu hetan lukru ou ofende ema 
ruma. Maske nune’e, utilizador sira tenke rekonese ou halo referensia ba nain 
informasaun sira ne’e.”

Setembru
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On the 30th August 1999, with courage and determination the people of Timor-Leste 
voted at the popular consultation. Finally, after 24 years of Indonesian occupation, the 
Timorese overwhelmingly expressed their wish for independence of their territory. Xanana 
Gusmão, leader of Timorese resistance since 1979, was captured on the 20th November 
1992 and sentenced to life imprisonment for rebellion, a sentence that would be 
commuted to 20 years in prison. Suharto’s successor, President Habibie declared he was 
prepared to grant Timor-Leste a special autonomy status. Following this new stance, at 
the end of 1998, the Australian Prime Minister, John Howard sent a letter to President 
Habibie urging Indonesia to consider the wish of the Timorese for self-determination. The 
condition was thus created that led to the negotiation followed by the signature of the May 
5th Agreements between the Portuguese and Indonesian Governments, regarding the 
definition of the procedure for the Popular Consultation. Exactly two years after Popular 
Consultation, on August 30th, 2000 the Timorese are called to the polls again, this time to 
elect the members of the Constitutional Assembly. This became the first democratic 
electoral poll in the territory. On May 20th, 2002, a date that will remain forever in history,
Timor-Leste became an independent Nation with Xanana Gusmão as its President.

TIMELINE OF EVENTS IN 1999 
INTRODUCTION
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05 May: After a long process of diplomatic negotiations, Portugal and Indonesia, 
conclude three agreements in New York 5th May 1999: 
• Agreement between the Republic of Indonesia and the Portuguese Republic on the 
question of East Timor; 
• Agreement regarding the modalities for the popular consultation of the East Timorese 
through a direct ballot; and 
• East Timor popular consultation: Agreement on security. 
Portugal, represented by Jaime Gama, Minister Foreign Affairs, Indonesia, represented 
by Ali Alatas Minister Foreign Affairs, under the auspices of the UN Secretary General 
Kofi Annan, sign in New York, the agreements that define the principal modalities of the 
“Popular Consultation”, scheduled for the 8th August 1999. The two governments, 
Portugal and Indonesia, entrust Secretary General with organizing and conducting the 
“Popular Consultation”, in order to ascertain whether the East Timor people accept or 
reject a special autonomy for East Timor within the unitary Republic of Indonesia. 

07 May: The European Union, through its presidency, and on East Timor and the New 
York agreements, declares the following: “The European Union warmly acclaims the 
signature, in New York, on the 5th May, (…) of the agreement regarding the future of 
East Timor. The proposed agreement constitutes a substantial advance in the resolution 
of a problem that has long been remised, in this context Xanana Gusmão’s immediate 
release is an essential factor to the success of the consultation process. The EU 
complements the tireless efforts of the Secretary-General of the United Nations to find a 
global and internationally acceptable solution for the East Timor issue (…)” 

18 May: More than thirty persons are killed by the militia in Atara. 

22 May: The Secretary-General proposes the establishment of the United Nations 
Mission in East Timor (UNAMET), to organize and carry through with the “Popular 
Consultation”. It is Composed by 241 international staff members, 420 United Nations 
Volunteers (electoral staff), 280 civil police members, 50 military liaison officers and 
around 400 Timorese electoral staff. The UNAMET Electoral Unit, responsible for the 
activities pertaining voter registration and voting, is composed by its coordinator, 16 
regional coordinators and 400 electoral staff. At the same time, the electoral commission 
is established, by 3 international experts, an independent organ responsible for the 
evaluation of consultation process and with competency to attend to complaints, appeals 
and claims. Later on, the Secretary-General nominates, as commissioners, Johan 
Kriegler (South Africa), Patrick Bradley (Northern Ireland) and Sohn Bong-Scuk (Korea). 

28 May: The justice and peace commission reports that the militia are in the process of 
drawing up a list of separatist leaders with the help of Indonesia Intelligence Services.

May
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01 June: Arrival, in Dili, of Ian Martin, the new representative of the UN Secretary- 
General on the East Timor issue. 

03 June: UNAMET, headed by Ian Martin began operations in Dili. 

04 June: UN flag raised at headquarters of UN mission in Dili. 

07 June: Indonesian legislative elections. GOLKAR, the party of the former president 
Soeharto and his successor B.J Habibie, is defeated for the first time. For the Indonesia 
elections, 420 136 voters were registered in Timor-Leste. 

11 June: The Security Council establishes UNAMET (United Nations Assistance Mission 
in East Timor) to supervise the referendum. The Security Council formally establishes 
UNAMET through to the end of August 1999. In resolution 1246 (1999) adopted 
unanimously, the Council endorses the Secretary-General’s proposal for a mission 
including up to 280 civilian police officers to advise the Indonesian police, as well as 50 
military liaison officers to maintain contact with the Indonesian Armed Forces. The 
council stresses again the responsibility of the Indonesian Government in the 
maintenance of peace and security in East Timor to ensure the integrity of the ballot and 
the security of international staff and observers. The Australia foreign affairs minister 
confirms having information proving that the Indonesian army actively encourages and 
supports the militia. 

18 June: Ian Martin declares that tens of thousands of Timorese had to flee following the 
violence of the militia backed by Indonesia, creating a “serious obstacle” to preparations 
for the vote on the future of the territory. Commission on Peace and Stability agrees that 
militias and FALINTIL will disarm. 

22 June: Secretary- General report that continuing violence by pro-integration militia 
means that the necessary conditions do not exist to begin the operational phases of the 
consultation process. Opening of the registration is postponed by three weeks. 

23 June: Reporting to the Security Council, the Secretary-General says that security 
conditions and the lack of a level playing field do not allow for the consultation process to 
go forward. Registration is delayed to 13th July to allow time for the deployment of UN 
staff throughout the Territory and to give Indonesian authorities time to address the 
pending security concerns. 

25 June: Beginning of the Dare ll Peace and Reconciliation Meeting in Jakarta. 

29 June: UNAMET’s Maliana office attacked by militia. 30 June End of Dare ll Peace and 
Reconciliation meeting in Jakarta agrees on disarmament of militia and FALINTIL and 
respect for outcome of the popular consultation, but fails to agree on procedure for 
follow-up.

June
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03 July: Confidential document drafted by the Indonesian Dili Task Force (Foreign Ministry 
representation) entitled “Evaluation of the situation in case Option 1 fails”. The document 
starts with the pessimistic point of view regarding the possibility of autonomy (option 1) 
winning the popular consultation and evaluates the situation in the territory in case option 
1 failed. 

04 July: The Besi Merah Putih militia attacks a humanitarian convoy in Liquica (this attack 
is subject to trial during the month of August, by the Dili Court). 

06 July: following the attacks UN personal in Maliana and Luquica, Security Council 
members demand immediate halt to the violence and intimidation carried out by the militia 
in the territory. 

08 July: Mary Robinson, The United Nations Human Rights High Commissioner, declares 
that she is worried about the attacks against the UN personnel by armed militia. 

10 July: FALINTIL proposes a new cease fire. 

12 July: Delegation of Indonesian ministers visits Dili. 

14 July: General Wiranto, commander in chief of the Indonesian armed forces, refuses an 
interim force of the UN. 

16 July: After several delays due to violence, enrolment on the electoral rolls for the 
referendum finally begins, after a three day delay to allow Indonesian authorities to 
address the security situation.

19 July: A report dated 3rd July 1999 signed by H R Garnadi, assistant to the Minister 
for Internal Politics and security, is disclosed to UNAMET and the media. The reports 
outlined plans for evacuation of all Indonesian officials and Pro – Indonesian residents of 
East Timor and destruction of vital facilities, and predicted social chaos.

20 July: The Secretary General's reports mention that the intimidation activities of the Pro- 
Integration militias force the displacement of many Timorese and strongly limit the 
capacity of the Independence supporters to express themselves freely. The internal 
displaced persons continue to constitute a serious threat to a credible process of 
consultation. 

25 July: 239,893 East Timorese have registered in the first ten days. Registration 
continues, on the understanding that Indonesian authorities will achieve further 
improvements in security situation and address the problem of internally displaced 
persons, now estimated at 60,000. 

28 July: The absence of security conditions delays the popular consultation date from the 
8th August to 30th August.

July 
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04 August: Voter registration ends. The voter's registration was voluntary, in person and 
specific for the popular consultation. It was done during 22 consecutive days, 8 hours a 
day, in 200 centers in the 13 East Timor districts and also in the centers abroad. 

05 August: UNAMET registers 451,792 potential voters, of a population of 800,000 in 
East Timor abroad 

06 August: Registration closes in East Timor after two-day extension: 446,666 people 
registered 433,576 in East Timor itself and 13,090 at external centers. 

09 August: Supporters and opponent of the autonomy proposal for East Timor sign a 
code of conduct for the campaign period leading up to the ballot on 30th August. 

10 August: FALINTIL unilateral cantonment, obeying to the instruction of the fighting 
command (Commando da Luta), resist to provocation of the military forces and the 
military forces and the militias. 

12 August: FALINTIL completes cantonment at four sites. 

14 August: Campaigning for the popular consultation begins and regional campaign 
committees established. The Autonomy supporters constituted a United Front for 
Autonomy (UNIF), including the several pro-autonomy parties such as BRTT, FPDK 
and also PPI (Political Front of Pro Integration Militias). The independence supporters 
are represented by the national council of the Timorense resistance (CNRT). 

16 August: Beginning of the “laying down of arms” at militia parades 

17 August: The Militias attacks the CNRT headquarters in Dili. 

18 August: In response to an upsurge in militia activity, SRSG Ian Martin, Ambassador 
Agus Tarmidzi, Chairman of the Indonesian Task Force, and senior Indonesian Police 
officials Vizit Viqueque, Suai and Maliana, where they discuss additional security 
measures with local police, military and administration. The militias attacks a group of 
students in Maliana. 

19 August: Ian Martin, the representative of the UN Secretary General for East Timor, 
demands the withdrawal of the Indonesian officers actively involved with the militia. 
East Timor Leaders from Independence and pro-autonomy groups agree to establish a 
25-person commission to foster reconciliation and cooperation in the territory until the 
results of the UN run autonomy ballot are implemented. End of the Laying down of arms 
at militia parades. Beginning of voter lists displayed at registration centers. The militias 
attack the CNRT headquarters in Manatuto, a group of students and a group of 
displaced persons in Suai 

August
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20 August: Violence mars campaigning in East Timor as pro-integration militia harass 
people attending a pro-independence rally in Suai, in Manatuto, military liaison officers 
serving with UNAMET are threatened by militia. The new outbreak of violence gives rise 
to fears that the referendum cannot take place before the end of UNAMET's term, fixed for 
the end of August 

22 August: East Timorense leaders from pro-autonomy and pro-independence group 
agree to establish twenty-five member commission to promote reconciliation and stability 
after the ballot. 

23 August: End of voter lists displayed at registration centers. 

24 August: Indonesian authorities assure UNAMET that they will try to create a secure 
environment. Members of the security council, express strong concern at the continuing 
campaign of intimidation and violence in East Timor and call on the parties to fulfil their 
commitments to disarm and store their weapons. 

26 August: The UN security Council extends the term of UNAMET to November 30th, 
1999 SRSG Ian Martin tells a press conference in Dili that the UN intends to proceed with
the vote despite spate of deadly violence. The militias attack the CNRT headquarters in 
Dili. Eurico Guterres, one of the main pro-Indonesian militia leaders, declares to fifteen 
thousand of his supporters that East Timor will become a “sea of fire” if the separatists 
win. The recently appointed Indonesian military commander for East Timor, Colonel Noer 
Muis, states to the Jakarta post that “Indonesia will abandon the territory in a peaceful 
way and will transfer the administration, including all vital installations, to the United 
nations, in a civilized way”. In New York, Indonesia’s representative, in a meeting of the 
security council, pledges his country's commitment to ensuring that there is a safe 
environment, as called for in the 5th May agreements. The security council extends 
UNAMET's mandate until 30 November. In a unanimous vote, the council adopts 
resolution 126 (1999), endorsing the secretary-General's proposal to restructure the UN 
Mission in East Timor for the interim phase after the 30th August vote. Resurgence of 
militia violence culminates in rampage in Dili; CNRT office sacked. 

27 August: End of the electoral campaigning period, initiated on the 14th of August. 
UNAMET facilitates a historic meeting between the pro-independence fighters of 
FALINTIL and the Indonesian Armed forces (TNI) at the main FALINTIL cantonment site 
in East Timor. The UNAMET mandate is extended with increased numbers of military 
liaison officers and police. The militias attack the CNRT headquarters in Lospalos. 

28 August: Ali Alatas, Indonesian foreign affairs minister, rejects the proposal of sending a 
peacekeeping force. The militias attack CNRT headquarters in Oecussi.  

August Continued...
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29 August: On the eve of the popular consultation, the Secretary-general issues an appeal
to the people of East Timor, calling on all sides to “live up to their responsibilities before 
history”. FALINTIL and militia leaders publicly commit themselves not to carry weapons 
outside cantonment sites, Indonesian police and military promise enforcement. Reuters 
news agency releases the news that Indonesian armed forces state they cannot 
guarantee 100% that they will maintain security in East Timor “if a situation of chaos 
occurs, involving a vast number of people, since there will always exist unhealthy rivalries
and provocations between the two groups in question, which is not possible to avoid most 
of the times.” 

30 August: Day of the referendum “Since the first hours of daybreak, and in some cases 
since the day before, the roads in East Timor filled with people with their voting and/or 
identity card proudly in their hand, on their way to the 200 voting centers and to more than 
700 ballot tables, to exercise their voting right, some taking their whole family with them. 
Practically nobody remained home on the 30th August (...)” The voting begins at 06:30 
and finishes at 16:00, around 09:00 almost 50% of registered voters had already voted 
throughout the territory. UNAMET managed to organize the popular consultation in a 
record time period and with a considerable success in the electoral point of view. Several 
acts of violence force the closing of seven polling booths momentarily in the district of 
Ermera. At least 95 per cent of registered voters cast their ballots, a total of more than 
430,000 UNAMET polling staff murdered at Atsabe   

31 August: Ali Alatas the Indonesian foreign affairs minister, applauds the manner in which 
the referendum was conducted. Members of the East Timorense consultative commission
meet for the first time. The group is composed of 10 members each from the pro- 
independence and pro-autonomy camps, as well as 5 members appointed by the UN 
Secretary-General. East Timorense consultative commission is boycotted by most pro- 
autonomy hard-liners. The UNIF protest to the UNAMET that the voting process has been
“illegitimate” and “unfair” (letter of 31th August). These accusations are considered by the 
Electoral Commission as totally unfounded. The militia attack the cities of Dili, Gleno, 
Aileu, Ermera, Ambeno, and Maliana. Three Timorense members of the UNAMET team 
are killed.

August Continued...
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01 September: Violence erupts outside the UNAMET Compound in Dili as militia 
members attack pro-independence supporters. Militia violence and killings in Dili, 
journalists attacked.  

02 September: Special UN envoy, Jamsheed Marker, asks the security council to be 
prepared to send an international intervention force later on. Pro-integration militias, at 
times with the support of elements of the Indonesian security forces, launch a campaign 
of violence, looting and arsoning throughout the entire territory. Two more UNAMET local 
staff murdered amid militia violence in Maliana.  

03 September: The united nations Secretary-General announces, to the security Council 
and the world. The results of the popular consultation. Electoral commission considers 
allegation of irregularities at public hearing and concludes process not impaired. General 
Wiranto announces that in order to be prepared for “any possible circumstances,” two 
new battalions (2 thousand men) had been sent to East Timor.  

04 September: Official announcement of the results in Dili: 94,388 or 21.5 per cent of 
East Timorense voted in favour of the special autonomy proposal and 344,580 or 78.5 
percent voted against. A total of 446,953 East Timorense cast their ballots within and 
outside the territory. Election result announced at Mahkota Hotel, in Dili 3, having 
the Timorense chosen their future freely and opted for independence by clear majority. 
Violence provoked by the militia and the Indonesia army advises all the UN personnel to 
take shelter in Dili. U.S. CIVPOL officer is wounded during UNAMET evacuation from 
Liquiça. TNI/militia onslaught begins within an hour, causing most foreigners to flee. 
Campaign of violence, including killing and rape, looting and arson, launched throughout 
Timor-Leste.  

  

This information has been gathered off the government website http://timor-leste.gov.tl/ 
Whereby it states that “You may copy, import or use free of charge national information or 
symbols on this portal for personal or public use provided that, it is not for illicit, profitable 
or offensive purposes. The user must, however, refer to the source of the information.” 
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Maria Isabel de Jesus Ximenes, Sekretaria 
Estadu ba Arte no Kultura ku'a fita iha 
serimonia abertura. 
Maria Isabel de Jesus Ximenes, Secretary of 
state for art and culture cutting the ribbon at 
the opening ceremony.

Material balun husi CNC. 
Some of the materials from CNC.

Públiku sira iha serimonia abertura. 
The public at the opening ceremony.

Photos from the event

Estudante sira kontente haree espozisaun. 
Students enjoying the exhibition.

Estudante sira partisipa talkshow ho 
veteranus ne'ebé mos hetan kobertura 
husi media. 
Students at veterans talkshow with 
media filming.

Konta istória ba labarik sira. 
Story time with the children.
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Partisipante sira iha talkso ho veteranus. 
Participants at the veterans talkshow.

Joven sira kanta hananu husi tempu 
rezistensia. 
Youth singing songs from the resistance 
times.

Max Stahl koalia iha eventu enseramentu. 
Max Stahl talking at the closing event.

Grupu estudante husi SENAI 
Becora haree espozisaun. 
Group of students from SENAI 
Becora looking at the exhibition.

Mana Kirsty Sword Gusmão vizita 
espozisaun. 
Mana Kirsty Sword Gusmão visiting the 
exhibition.

Veteranu sira mai koalia iha talkshow. 
Veterans speaking at talkshow.
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Xanana Gusmão Reading Room hakarak hato'o agradesimentu espesial ba 
ema hirak tuir mai ne'e: / The Xanana Gusmão Reading Room would like to 
give special thanks to the following people; 
Kontribuidores ba segimentu "Istória Ema Baibain" iha eventu no livru. 
Contributors to the "Ordinary Stories" segment of event and book 
Koleksaun informasaun / Information collection: Maria Amaral Guterres, Jose 
Paulo Jeronimo 
Kolaboradores ba rekursu sira / Collaboration of resources: Centro Nacional 
Chega 
Centro Audio-Visual Max Stahl Timor-Leste 
Apoiu fundu / Funding: New Zealand Embassy of Timor-Leste 
Dezeñu livru / Book design: Sam Knowles 
Moderador iha eventu abertura / Moderator at the opening event: Cipriano Q. 
Costa 
MC iha eventu abertura / MC at the opening event: Liberty Santa Meliana 
and Manuel Soares  
Modearador iha eventu enseramentu / Moderator at the closing event: 
Orlando Gomes Freitas  
Vizitante públiku / Public visitors 
Voluntariu joven sira / Youth volunteers  
Ba ema hotu mak fo doasaun fotografia husi tinan 1999 / To all those who 
have donated photographs from 1999 
Ekipa tomak Xanana Gusmão Reading Room ba sira-nia servisu maka'as 
hodi halo eventu ne'e susesu tebes! / The whole Xanana Gusmão Reading 
Room team for all of their hard work that made the event so successful!

Agradesimentu /Acknowledgements
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